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LIGHT ACTION CAMERA

Sony HDR-TG3 camcorder
£750 www.sony.co.uk
0207 365 2947

Shooting home movies in high definition
(HD) doesn’t have to involve lugging a
bulky camera around. Sony’s latest
camcorder is the smallest and lightest
on the market to capture video at the
highest (1920x1080 pixels) of HD
resolutions, and it does so onto a
Memory Stick. Squeezed into its
pocket-friendly 240g body are a 10x
Carl Zeiss zoom lens and a 2.7in
touchscreen display. The TG3 records
audio in full 5.1 Dolby Digital surround
sound, can take 4Mp still photos and
uses a face-detection system to track
up to eight people at a time. A pure
titanium body adds style and toughness
but also pushes the price up — the TG3
costs nearly twice as much as the
similar (and only slightly heavier) Sanyo
VPC-HD1000 camera.

Techno-nonsense? Not according to
Britain’s most successful inventor,
James Dyson. “An inventor can’t be
afraid to look ridiculous or stupid,” he
says. “He can often sound like a crank
but that’s just because he’s mad about
his product. You need total dedication,
even if that means you can appear to
be unbalanced.
“Lone inventors can still make
world-changing products. I made more
than 5,000 prototypes in a shed
behind my house.”
Dyson has just announced the
winner of the £5,000 James Dyson
award, an annual international design
competition for students. Michael
Chen, from Britain, invented the
Reactiv cycling jacket, which has
built-in LEDs that change colour when
the rider slows down, speeds up or
lifts his arm to indicate a turn. “We
wanted to encourage students to solve
a problem, to make something that
does something better,” Dyson says.
“Children and students are very good
at this but it seems to be stamped out
of us later in life.”

GAMES
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DON’T PANIC

Mario Kart Wii HHHHH
Wii, £40. All ages

Ryan Liu of Taiwan came up with a toy that changes its expression to suit the tenor of instant messages
Part of the problem is patent law,
Dyson believes. “Songwriters and
authors don’t have to renew their
intellectual rights every year in every
country around the world, and for up
to £2,000 each time. It’s very
expensive to file and renew patents,
and it’s extremely expensive to fight
patent battles in court.”

At least Britain is still innovating,
according to Trevor Baylis, inventor of
the wind-up radio and president of
Trevor Baylis Brands, a company that
helps amateur scientists to get their
ideas off the ground. “We get seven or
eight inventors approaching us every
day,” Baylis says. “We’ve helped 2,500
so far.” According to the World

This cartoon-style racing
game is the latest in the
popular series and is as
fast-paced and frantic as
ever. Players choose from
12 characters and 32
racetracks and pick their
kart or — for this new
version — motorbike before
swerving and sliding their
way to victory. Along the
route there are hidden short
cuts to find and moving
obstacles to dodge. Also
new is the driving wheel,
which works well and
lends added realism to
the steering.
As you would expect,
the backgrounds are
gaudy and the tracks
as challenging as
ever — this
is not a lifelike
driving simulator, and
it is all the more fun

because of that. Hit a
banana skin, for example,
and the kart spins out of
control. The game’s greatest
strength is its
unpredictability: you can
surge from 12th place to
podium in half a lap or
plunge over a cliff and sink
without trace. There are
multiplayer and online
options too, and while
much of the game will be
familiar to people who have
played previous versions of
Mario Kart, it is still hard to
resist. David Phelan

Intellectual Property Organisation, the
UK is sixth in the international patents
chart, filing more each year than China
(and Switzerland).
And the artificial nose hair? It’s a
reusable nasal wig to protect against
inhaled pollutants. No prizes for
guessing that the person responsible
for that invention is American.

FLAT-SEA SURFER

AROMAPHONE

Surfango Powersurf FX $3,250 (£1,650)
opulentitems.com 00 1 305 395 3787

NTT Mobile Fragrance Communication
£TBC www.ntt.com

Unless you live in Cornwall, your opportunities
for surfing will probably be limited to those
experienced at the end of a mouse and an
internet connection. This innovative board lets
you get outside and enjoy even the flattest of
seas, thanks to a 9.5bhp jetski-style engine that
can propel it up to 25mph (22 knots). It has a
simple electric starter, a handheld throttle and a
petrol tank holding enough fuel for more than
two hours of virtual surfing. If you’re lucky and
the breakers come rolling in, the Powersurf FX
can also be used as a (slightly sluggish)
normal surfboard.

Thanks to a new system that
creates fragrances to match
individual ringtones, Japanese
mobile-phone users are getting the
chance to smell who’s calling them.
Smell recipes are downloaded into
the handset then beamed via
infrared to an electronic fragrance
system (not pictured) that can
mix and emit hundreds of
different smells from a basic
stock of aromatic oils within it.
These can then be triggered to
accompany pictures or video on the handset. The
device can reproduce food or floral scents, which
are reportedly strong enough to fill a room.
Unfortunately, as the technology is still in its trial
stages, there’s no news yet on what arom-ing
charges will be levied by NTT (Nippon Telegraph
and Telephone Corporation).

George of the Jungle
HH
DS, PS2, Wii, £20-£30.
All ages
Watch out for that tree, as
the jaunty theme tune has
it, while you put on a
loincloth and join gormless
George and his jungle
friends for some monkey
business.
Your task involves
swinging nimbly on vines in
your quest for a book that
may contain a cure for the
common cold but has been
stolen by a pesky bird. The
game is based on the
1960s animated television
series, and moving
sideways through the 2-D
cartoon-style background

does feel old-fashioned,
despite a few modern 3-D
flourishes.
The game is clearly
aimed at younger players,
and as such, it’s good
holiday fun. Less enjoyable
are the unresponsive
controls that make jumping
tricky, and being forced to
start right from the
beginning whenever you run
out of lives.
Though the game often
proves to be imaginative,
the graphics are basic and
the plot is unoriginal.
Ultimately, then, a low-rent
adaptation that will really
appeal only to ardent fans
of the original characters.
David Phelan

NIGEL POWELL ANSWERS YOUR
TECH-RELATED QUERIES

Q

I want to use my Dell laptop
for Skype internet phone calls.
Although I can hear the other
party, they can’t hear me, even
though the mic works elsewhere.
BJ Davies, Loughton, Essex

Devices). On some Dells the “live”
audio feed needed for Skype has been
turned off. A fix at tinyurl.com/2tn4lx
involves tweaking the Windows registry
— try this only if you are technically
proficient and have done a backup first.

A

Q

First raise the microphone volume
and uncheck the Mute box (Settings,
Control Panel, Sounds and Audio

No idea is too weird for the Exhibition of
Inventions in Geneva, says Mark Harris
ive years from now we’ll be
wondering how we ever lived
without self-making beds,
electric unicycles and artificial
nose hair. Or that’s what the
boffins at the 36th International
Exhibition of Inventors in Geneva last
week were hoping, at least. At this
showcase for madcap innovation
inventors from 45 countries descended
on possibly the least innovative nation
in Europe to demonstrate their
creations to potential investors.
Many gadgets followed national
stereotypes: the Italian Enrico Berruti’s
self-making bed is perfect for when
Mamma’s not around; the German
Heina Gruber showed a way of
roasting huge quantities of meat with
hot air; the Frenchman Denis
Thévenin’s super-mirror system allows
him to check his hair from every angle;
Ryan Liu of Taiwan exhibited a bizarre
PC-linked toy that turned instant
messages into facial expressions; and
the Swiss Pascale Pittet had found a
way to control precisely how much
food was on her plate.
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How can I move data from an
old 5¼in floppy disk to CD?
Rod Worrall, Shrewsbury

A

Windows XP supports floppy-disk
formats, so if you can find a drive
on eBay you can install it, read your
disks and copy the data to a CD. Or use
a third party service such as Apex Data
Recovery (tinyurl.com/2jwal7). It won’t
be cheap, but if the data are important
enough it may be worth it.
dontpanic@
sunday-times.co.uk

